
WASH and Nutrition in 

Madagascar



Objectives

Åkey definitions related to WASH and nutrition

Åcurrent status of WASH and nutrition in Madagascar

Åcauses and determinants of undernutrition

Ålinks between WASH and undernutrition



Definitions: Nutrition

Term Definition

Undernutrition

Outcome of inadequate food intake or repeated infectious diseases

General term for any nutritional deficiency

Reduces body function, capacity to fight infections, growth, and cognitive development

Stunting

Height for Age (HAZ) below 2 standard deviations of reference population

Indicator of chronic undernutrition

Largely irreversible, associated with reduced health & developmental outcomes

Wasting

Weight for heigh(WHZ) below 2 standard deviations of a reference populations

Indicator of acute undernutrition

Can be treated, although treatment largely focused only on humanitarian response
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Length / height -For-Age : Below 2 SDs (or the 

bottom 2.5 percentiles) is suggestive of height far below 

expected values

Å This is STUNTING



Definitions: JMP WASH Ladders

Water Sanitation Hygiene

Safely managed
located on premises, always available, free from 

contamination

Safely managed
Not shared, excreta safely disposed or treated

Availability of handwashing facility on 

premises with both soap and water
Basic

Improved source less than 30 min roundtrip

Basic
Improved facility not shared with other 

households

Limited
Improved source, collected exceeds 30 min 

roudtrip

Limited
Use of an improved source between two or 

more households

Availability of a handwashing facility 

on premises without soap and water

Unimproved
Drinking water from an unprotected well or 

spring

Unimproved
Use of pit latrine without slab or platform

No handwashing facility on premises

Surface water Open Defecation



Undernutrition and WASH: Global Targets


